COLLEGE OF

Dean:

David W. Rasmussen

Coordinator:

Joan Kallestad

Editor:
Kathy Makinen

Designer:
Martin Young

martinyoung@comcast.net

This publication is available in alternative format
upon request.
850-645-4844- Jkallestad@fsu.edu

www.coss.fsu.edu

Our Mission

The College of Social Sciences and Public Policy is
dedicated to providing students with the highest
quality instruction and conducting research that
serves society. Our students and faculty generate
new knowledge that enhances the discussion of
important social, economic, and public policy issues
and leads to innovations in industry, government,
and non-profit organizations. We prepare our stu-
dents for meaningful careers, advanced professional

training, and an active role in public life.

The College's strategic plan is to build on our exist-
ing strengths to:

« transform the educational experience for our
most outstanding students;

« expand new programs to help prepare tomor-
row's leaders in business, politics, government,
and the non-profit sector for a global society;

« build world class research and teaching
programs focusing on issues related to equality
of opportunity, aging, and health that are critical
to the state of Florida;

« develop an international research and teaching
program on the impact of culture and social and
political institutions on such issues as poverty,
economic growth, terrorism, and international
relations;

« use our path breaking research to generate
innovative solutions to economic, political and
social problems; and

« achieve top quartile status among public institu-

tions for all of our Ph.D. programs.
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Student Spotlight

The spotlight shines on only a few of our exceptional
students. Majors in the college account for 44 percent
of FSU students who are in the Office of National
Fellowships' Hall of Fame; but they represent only 12

percent of the entire student body.

World Affairs Turns 25

This Model U.N. Program enhances the unviersity's
national reputation every time it competes

against premier private institutions. It's past
accomplishments and future promise were showcased
at the 25th anniversary banquet.

LeRoy Collins Institute

Sees Trouble Ahead

Many local governments in Florida have made
promises to retiree that they cannot keep. The Collins
Institute's research program on “Tough Choices”
facing Florida and its communities gives legislators
and citizens information that needs to be part of public
discussions on the future of our state.

Preparing for Disaster

The Center for Disaster Risk Policy has an
international reputation for its work to prepare public
and private responses to large scale natural and man-
made disasters. Students and professionals receive
training in the Center's The Emergency Management
Academic Program.
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David W, Rasmussen

Dean of the
College of Social Sciences
& Public Policy

he cover story for this year’s annual report features the student-run World Affairs Program, our highly successful

participant in Model U.N. competitions. I believe that this program is representative of the university at its

best. These students prepare for rigorous debates against the premier universities of the country and win. Their

participation inevitably develops leadership skills and the ability to organize group activities. Program alumni

remain actively engaged with the students and through their own success demonstrate that the World Affairs
Program provides leadership for the future.

Developing more opportunities for our students to reach their full potential is a high priority for the College. Graduating from college is
an important goal, but in today’s competitive environment the most successful graduates will have been more fully involved in activities
such as research projects with faculty, international study, and student programs such as World Affairs. The support of alumni and friends
is critical to expand these opportunities that help our students take their rightful place among the best and brightest in the nation.

“Public Policy” was added to our name because much of our teaching and research activity addresses questions of the role of government
in improving social, economic, and political outcomes. The Collins Institute and the Center for Disaster Risk Policy are excellent
examples of how the social sciences can provide important insights into the effective operation of government. The Collins Institute,
under the direction of Collins Eminent Scholar Chair Carol Weissert, has focused on the tough choices that face Florida and its local
jurisdictions. The Center for Disaster Risk Policy offers a Certificate in Emergency Management and is recognized internationally for
its work in this important area of policy.

We are proud of the achievements of our students and faculty. Our students recognize the important role that faculty play in their
success. Students every year have an opportunity to nominate faculty members for university-wide awards that recognize outstanding
teaching, mentoring of graduate students, and honors thesis advising. [ am pleased to report that this year our students nominated 16
faculty members for these prestigious awards.

Sherry Phillips has served every dean since the college was founded in 1973 and it is with regret that I announce her retirement on
September 30, 2011. Her experience and diligence made her invaluable in serving students, faculty, and especially the dean. She will
be missed and I wish her a fulfilling retirement.

I hope you will be able to join us for Homecoming weekend. Please come to the Distinguished Alumni Reception that will be held in
the DeVoe Moore Center (Room 150 E in the Bellamy Building) on Friday, November 18 from 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. You can look
forward to good food and excellent conversation with some very impressive students.

With very best wishes,
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